SUMMARY of STAKEHOLDER SURVEY

(as of June 3, 2009)

1. Why is there a large population of mule deer living in Republic?

· Good habitat is being provided for the deer (green irrigated lawns, shrubs, gardens).  

· Deer have learned to live, adapted to life in town.  

· Deer are protected from predators (cougars, coyotes).

· Spreading human population in country is forcing mule deer into town

· Climate change is allowing white-tails to spread, forcing mule deer into other habitat

· Residents are feeding them; police aren’t enforcing no-feeding ordinance

· Deer herd is not being actively managed

· Republic is mule deer winter range

· Deer are protected from hunting

· Herd size is growing each year

2. How are the mule deer uniquely affecting you?

· Destroying plants and shrubs

· Leave deer poop all over the place

· Deer spend a good deal of time “handing out” in yards.  

· State wildlife managers have increased workload addressing public concerns.

· Mostly in good ways; enjoy the deer

· Tourist enjoy photographing deer

· I have learned to live with them; it is the price we pay to live in a rural area

· Costing us lots of money for fencing, plants, etc.

· We plants tree/shrubs/plants that deer don’t like to eat

· They slow traffic down in the city; deer are a traffic hazard

· Deer are dangerous – can’t let kids play outside; attack pets

· I’m so used to them, they don’t affect me anymore

3. What interests or concerns do you have regarding the deer?

· Destruction of private property (shrubs, gardens, fences, lawn ornaments, etc.)

· Deer are pleasant to look at and have around.  

· It is nice to see nature up close.  

· Residents take interest in the deer’s lives

· Interested in solutions to problems.

· Too many dogs run loose and chase the deer

· There isn’t enough forage for the deer

· The deer are sick/diseased; cough up blood, parasites, low weight

· The deer are a strong tourist draw; rare opportunity; unique species to western US

· Tourists/residents unaware that the deer are potentially dangerous, wild animals; no fear of humans – Accident waiting to happen

· Interested in preserving nature

· Get them out of town

· The deer are dangerous to humans and pets; showing aggressive behavior

· Human health hazard from ticks

· We should manage to get along – put up with them, and them with us

4. What are your thoughts for managing the mule deer situation?

· City police should enforce the no feeding ordinance

· Educate residents and tourists 

· Signs should be posted around town informing residents and tourist not to feed or approach deer.

· Welcome packet for new residents

· Educate “old-timers” regarding need for “balance” to reduce risk to deer and people

· Deer should not be killed

· No hunting in city limits

· Reduce the size of the herd

· Hunting

· Tranquilize and move out of town

· Birth control to minimize reproduction

· Euthanize

· Set up feeding stations outside of town

· You can get rid of the deer in town, but more will come in and replace them

5. What scientific/technical information would you need to help inform decisions regarding the mule deer situation?

· Population census (within city and outside – compare)

· Sex and age ratios

· General life history of mule deer

· Effectiveness and range of various hunting methods (rifle, shotgun, muzzleloader, archery, etc)

· Alternatives to killing

· Birth control methods

· Tranquilization and translocation (move deer out of town)

· Growth management planning for the City

· Biological impacts of letting deer die of disease

· Parasite analysis (fecal)

· Is there Lyme’s Disease in our area?

6. Are you willing to be involved in a collaborative decision-making process to address the mule deer situation in Republic?

· Various – yes, no, maybe

· Feel too strongly to be involved if the deer are killed

7. Who else should be involved in the decision-making process?

· Town mayor and city council

· WDFW wildlife management and enforcement

· Town residents, citizens

· Deer hunters

· Animal rights activists

· Biologists w/o agendas

· Conservationists

· State legislators

· County commissioners

· Keep it small so the group can be more functional, but keep everyone informed

· Colville Tribe

· City Gun Club

8. If you do not choose to be involved in the decision-making process, how can we best keep you informed? (e.g., newspaper, letter, e-mail)

· All of the above also town bulletin boards

Joy’s poll of the nursing home/assist living facilities:

· Keep four deer

· Deer are human imprinted; relocate to the state park, but allow new deer to come back into town with control

· Keep one deer

· Undecided

· Would like to see them moved

· They are beautiful, we love them.  Don’t kill them

· Move them, don’t kill them.  Feed them some place else.

· Keep them, don’t move them

· Leave them alone

Klondike Hill Assisted Living poll = Sixteen votes for keeping the deer (no votes against)

