Republic

Mule Deer Working Group

MEETING NOTES

June 3, 2009, 6:00 – 8:00 pm

Prospector Inn

In attendance:


Rowdy Bremner, city resident
Joy Schutt, city resident


Richard Viau, city resident

Dave Michel, Republic City Council


Hugh Maycomber, city resident
Robert Cooper, city resident


Russ Foster, city resident

DiAnne Hewitt, Republic City Council


Eric Krausz, Colville Tribe

Brenda Starky, Omak Chronicle


George Clark, city resident

Sikander Jaad, city resident


Rachel Siracuse, city resident
Sandy Dotts, Washington Dept. of Fish & Wildlife


Gary Bryan, city resident

Dana Base, Washington Dept. of Fish & Wildlife


George Bonney, city resident
Christine Bonney, city resident

Sandy welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for introductions.  The agenda and meeting notes from the May 27 meeting were reviewed.

Sandy reviewed the ground rules and decisions made at the May 27 meeting.

Sandy asked those with homework assignments from the last meeting to update the group on progress.  

Dana and Eric shared mule deer census data.  WDFW and the tribe both conduct deer surveys each year.  Last year, WDFW recorded 269 mule deer in the tri-county area (Ferry, Stevens, Pend Oreille) with most of the deer in Ferry County.  The buck/doe ratio was 26/100 and the fawn/doe ratio was 55/100.  This was higher than the ratio for white-tailed deer at 48 fawns/100 does.  Last year on the reservation, the tribe had a fawn/adult ratio of 38/100 for mule deer and 26/100 for white-tailed deer.  In September 2008 and March 2009, WDFW conducted a census of mule deer within the city limits of Republic.  Fawn/adult ratio was 56/100 and the fawn/doe ratio was 83/100 in September.  In March the fawn/adult ratio was 66/100.  The buck/doe ratio from the September count was 50/100.  The optimal ratio for maintaining a healthy mule deer population is 40 to 60 fawns/100 adults, but other factors such as forage, predators, etc. must be considered.

WDFW has deer census data dating back to the early 1950s.  Mule deer have shown a “boom and bust” cycle.  There was a “boom” in the 1950-60s and we are currently in a “bust”.  Deer populations increase in the area after wildfires that set the forests back to earlier successional stages of development and forage is increased.  City residents report that the mule deer in town began to increase in the late 1980s.  

Other factors that affect mule deer populations include predator abundance, winter conditions, disease.  Predators (both animal and human through hunting) have been eliminated in Republic. Hunting has also been restricted in the surrounding area due to more development and posting of “No Hunting” of private property.  The City of Republic is located in mule deer winter range, which is at lower elevation in the valley bottom.

The primary forage of mule deer shifts throughout the year, from succulent grasses and forbs in the Spring, shrubs, fruits, and berries in the Fall, and trees, shrubs (everything available) in the Winter.  In Republic, mule deer are not eating too many ornamental plants in the Spring.  The most damage occurs in the Fall/Winter (around the same time hunting season starts).

Rachel looked at county records and reported that there has not been a human population increase in Republic in recent year.  The biggest increases have been along Curlew Lake and the Kettle River.

Russ reported information regarding what other communities are doing to address problems with deer.  Most of the information was from the east coast.  Hunting was the alternative that most communities used to address the problem.  In Helena, Montana officials baited deer into traps and killed them with a bolt gun.  The project operated from August 2008 to May 2009 at a cost of $30,000 to remove 50 deer.  In Colstrip, Montana, an archery hunt was used to control a deer population of 100-200 deer in a 2.5 square mile area.  Some towns used trapping and relocating deer, but this method had a high death rate and was largely unsuccessful.

Sikander reported on her research into how to best live with deer.  She found lots of information on what to plant that deer don’t like to eat, but deer will eat almost anything if they are hungry enough.  Fencing seemed to be the only alternative to fully protect lawns/gardens.  The group discussed issues of safety for pets and children that cannot be solved with fences alone.  There is a need for education.

The members worked in breakout groups to develop management objectives that would help achieve the future desired condition agreed to at the last meeting (i.e., A managed deer herd that is healthy and living in peace with the community. The public is educated about living with mule deer).  The group agreed that the following management objectives would help achieve the goal:

1. By 2011, reduce the mule deer herd within the city limits of Republic to 26 deer.  Maintain the herd at that level.

2. Develop education programs targeting adults, school children and tourists with a focus on living with deer (e.g., human and pet safety, gardening, feeding deer, biology).

3. Improve habitat and forage quality outside the city limits to lure deer away from town.

These management objectives will be refined at the next meeting.

HOMEWORK: 

1) Think about refinements to the management objectives (i.e., what is the buck/doe/fawn ratio of the 26 deer herd) and solutions that will help meet them.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.  

The next meeting is scheduled for June 10, 6:00 pm in the basement meeting room of the Prospector Inn.

