Republic Mule Deer Working Group
WORKING NOTES

June 17, 2009 6:00 – 8 pm

Prospector Inn

In Atttendance: DiAnne, if you have the sign-in sheet, could add the rest of the names?
Voting members:

Richard Viau, city resident                     
Joy Schutt, city resident

Russ Foster, city resident                    
Sikander Jaad, city resident

Rachel Siracuse, city resident              
Loni Simone, city resident
DiAnne Hewitt, Republic City Council

Non-voting members:

Eric Krausz, Colville Tribe                  
Dana Base, WA Dept of Fish & Wildlife

Father Morbeck, city resident              
Rusty Summy, city resident

Marty Padia, city resident                     
Rose Parr, city resident
Regina Jolley, city resident                   
Randy Jolley, city resident

DiAnne welcomed everyone to the group and asked for introductions. The agenda was reviewed.

The group began by sharing community feedback. Visitors reported a concern over safety issues, and one visitor, Marty Padia, reported his dog had been stomped by a deer. Sikander reported some positive support for the group and Russ reported that he has been receiving positive comments. Many in the community seem to be feeling that the group is offering a balanced perspective on the issue.

Diane outlined the two management objectives the group would be addressing: education and habitat improvement. The group broke into three groups to brainstorm education options. Eric handed out an excellent informational brochure on deer habitat and biology. It was suggested this be used to develop an educational lesson for the schools. The group listed several “best options” for education: 
1) Educational element in schools Grades 1-8

2) Monthly articles in local newspaper.TV ad, Ferry County Card Deck

3) Brochures available around town, in hotels, shops

4) Pictograph signs around town

5) Periodic town hall meetings to remind people about healthy deer population numbers, safety, etc

The group broke out again to brainstorm habitat options. After much discussion, the 5 best options selected were:
1) Reduce favorable feed/reduce irrigation
2) Create bait stations to pull deer from town

3) Alter habitat to make it less attractive to deer in areas of heavy deer concentration

4) Hire a part time enforcement officer or citizen enforcement officer with the authority to issue warnings and work ith local law enforcement (deer feeding/loose dogs/etc)

5) Encourage local farmers on outlying areas to leave standing crop (There was disagreement on the effectiveness of this method)

It was decided that we would re-visit these options at the fall meeting after pulling more research.

Sikander introduced material on Urban bowhunting from the Washington Bowhunter Education Chair, Annette Crews, and offered information from thr Mule Deer Foundation. She reported that she has spoken with Leonard Wolf of the Spokane Chapter, who suggested the organization MIGHT be able to help with manpower, traps and funding for a trap/transplant program. She requested another team member help her in gathering more information from the MDF on the possibility of help from the group; Russ Foster offered to help with this. Sikander or Russ will be speaking with Mike Jones, state chair of the MDF, in the coming week.

Richard sent around a map on the city, asking members to indicate where they believe the highest concentrations of deer might be and where there have been incidents of deer/people or deer/dog confrontations. He said the map can be used to examine WHY deer are concentrating in specific areas so that we can look at addressing how toresolve those problems. Richard. requested help in the monthly deer count. 

The group revisited solutions for herd management from two weeks prior. 
The overall agreement was that the group would break into working parties for the next two months to do more research and work in small groups before the fall meeting reconvenes. Members who elected to head committees were asked to give their phone numbers so members could contact them to contribute ideas and information.

Trap and Transplant Research
Sikander Jaad: 775-3217

Russ Foster: 775- 2560

Eric Kravsz: 509-722-7681

Russ and Sikander will continue to pursue possible assistance with a trap and transplant option with the Mule Deer Foundation. Russ or Sikander will contact the state chair, Mike Jones (509-869-3167). Eric will look into a transplant location on the Colville reservation.
Special Hunt/Bait and Cull Research
Russ Foster: 775-2560

Rusty Summy 775- 8988

Will use the information provided by Annette Crews to research options, costs and planning for a cull and bait operation as well as design a possible special hunt. Richard reminded members to consider disabled hunters in the program. Will look into state regulations.
Educational Brochure:

Loni Simone: 775- 2542

Will head the development of an educational brochure for public hand-out

Available to help: 

Rose Paar

Russ Foster  775-2560

Sikander Jaad  775-3217 (Will help proofread and edit)

Signage:
Joy Schutt: opted not to give her number at this time

Will research costs of signs, place places to locate and pictographs that will communicate to everyone. 
The group broke at 8 pm, agreeing to work in smaller groups through July and August, and meet again at 6 pm, Wednesday, September 9 at the Prospector Inn.
Public Education
· School program on deer biology/safety

· Tourists: brochures on deer safety and signs around town 

· “We like our deer- wild! Do not feed the deer.”

· “For safety’s sake, do not feed deer”

· “People food is NOT good for deer. Do not feed the deer”

· Information packet in Welcome to Republic package for new residents

· Dog law enforcement (leash law, loose dogs must be behind fence)

· Monthly reminder in local paper on on TV

· Available brochures for residents in hotels, stores, shops\

· Designated shops for deer information

Habitat 

· Work with farmers/ranchers to create or leave draw-in habitat from harvest

· Limit development to ensure areas are left for deer (humans seek out same  winter range areas, protected valleys, etc)

· Improve habitat on drought-affected areas to pull deer form town

