ADJOURNED MEETING OF THE BOARD

Of Ferry County Commissioners

June 28, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. with Commissioners Miller, Bond and Heath present.  

Additions and Corrections to the agenda:

Commissioners Staff Update: Clerk of the Board Debbie Bechtol, Deputy Clerk of the Board Teri Kinney, Maintenance Director Erin McBride, Fair Grounds Manager Cathy Lindsey and Risk Manager Jill Gates met with the Board to give an update.

ADA Lift Ms. Gates has contacted Garaventa and they are working on a price estimate to rebuild the lift and remove the automatic features.   Ms. Gates reported that the Director of Public Policy Disability Rights Washington David Lord and Secretary of State’s Office HAVA Coordinator Lori Guererro will be here today to inspect the lift.

Handrail Ms. McBride reported that the handrail on the courthouse sidewalk is completed.  Ms. McBride repainted the handrails outside the courthouse as well.

Proposed Prosecutor’s Office Building Ms. McBride reported that she is working with the inmates and they took the weed eater to the yard at the proposed Prosecutor’s office building and did a nice job.  The carpets have been torn out, blinds have been taken out and door handles have been ordered.  Ms. McBride advised the Board that she will be using inmates for more of the summer work around the courthouse.

Republic Old Elementary School Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the current owner of old school in Republic called and advised that it is for sale.  The asking price is $150,000.

SEPA Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the cost for the SEPA for the Golden Tiger Trail is $100 and may be paid out of the Recreation Fund.  The Board approved.

Geo Thermal Project.  Ms. Bechtol reported that she went to the fairgrounds to inspect the Geo Thermal Project.  Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the excavated area needs topsoil, reseeded and rolled.  There is also the need for gravel at the parking lot of the Carousel building.   The County will purchase the materials and they will be considered part of the match money needed for the grant.  All Trade Construction will do the work needed to complete the project.  The Board would like the holes in the lawn filled now, then reseed with the new topsoil after the fair.  The Board would like the parking lot repaired as soon as possible.

Fairgrounds Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that she and Ms. Lindsey have met with the State Auditors regarding the fairgrounds budgets. The Auditors would like to see the rental contracts numbered for better tracking. Ms. Bechtol and Ms. Lindsey are working on the most cost effective way to accomplish this. Ms. Lindsey reported that the road in front of the fairgrounds is scheduled for chip seal this week.  

Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT)  Ms. Bechtol advised the Board that the PILT money should be received in July.  Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers email on the PILT money was successful.  Our PILT payment is estimated at $547,000.  

Planning Update: Planning Director Irene Whipple met with the Board to give an update.  Also present was Attorney Steve Graham.  Ms. Whipple advised the Board that they have to come into compliance with Ag lands in July.  Ms. Whipple provided the Board with a time line to turn into the GMA Board.  The Board inquired if the timeline was a realistic one.  Ms. Whipple replied it is.  Mr. Graham is concerned with the timeline.  The Board would like the planning commission to comply with the timeline.  Mr. Graham will file a motion to the hearings board asking for an extension on the deadline. Mr. Graham ordered a copy of the index of record.

GMA Update:  Attorney Steve Graham met with the Board to give an update.  Also present was Planning Director Irene Whipple. Mr. Graham is resigning and has given a 2 months notice.   Mr. Graham inquired about who will be the next GMA attorney.  Mr. Graham would like to know as soon as possible so it will be a smooth transition.  The Prosecutor is required to approve of the replacement unless he choose to do it himself.  The Board thanked Mr. Graham for all his hard work and dedication to GMA.

Department Heads and Elected Officials:  Planning Director Irene Whipple,  E911 Coordinator Ray Maycumber, Assessor Rachel Siracuse, Weed Coordinator Mary Fee, Auditor Dianna Galvan, Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Connections Director Kate Rowe Maloret, Fairgrounds Manager Cathy Lindsey, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell, WSU Extension Agent Dan Fagerlie, Insurance/Risk Manager Jill Gates met with the Board to give updates.  Ms. Siracuse advised the Board that each department has given an update on what is happening in their departments and would like for each department to share that with the Board.

Mr. Maycumber reported that the Next Generation 911 meeting was a good learning experience.  Mr. Maycumber advised the Board that the State can withhold money if the 911 tax is not imposed.  Ms. Cromwell reported that recycle bins are located in Curlew and at the transfer station.  Ms. Cromwell advised the Board that they can now accept milk jugs in the recycle bins.  Ms. Booher reported that court collections are going well.  So far $2009.05 has been collected and $1211.30 is specifically from Ms. Burnside’s efforts.  Ms. Booher advised the Board that the Strong retrial is scheduled for July 6 and may take a couple of weeks.  The Board asked if extra security will be needed. Ms. Booher reported that this has not been addressed yet. Ms. Booher reported that there have been more appeals than in the past making a big impact on their office.  Mr. Fagerlie reported that the Fair Board has hired Cec Hamilton to manage the fair.  Ms. Galvan reported that the State Auditors were here for two full weeks and will be returning to give their exit conference.  Ms. Fee advised the Board that she had an opening on the Weed Board.  Amber Halbach has been hired to fill that position.  The Board inquired about the weed spraying of the roads and rail corridor.  Ms. Fee advised the Board that the rail corridor will be done by the end of this week.  Ms. Siracuse reported that it has been a busy month.  The notices for property reevaluations were mailed out.  There was an average of 25% increase in property values.  Ms. Whipple reported that she is working on short plats and GMA appeals.  Ms. Rowe Maloret reported that she is wrapping up year-end contracts.  The Connections therapist resigned last week and Ms. Rowe Maloret will be looking for a replacement.  Summer violence prevention programs for kids are going on.  Mr. Fagerlie reported that the heat loss project is on hold until cooler weather.  They had 120 property owners signed up 86 of them have been completed.  The Colville Tribe is placing 16 to 19 kids ages 16 thru 19 to work in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program.   Mr. Fagerlie has applications in his office.  Ms. Gard reported that Kootenai County is sending inmates again to our jail. Revenues received through the end of May are $148,000 from housing other counties inmates.  The Board thanked Ms. Gard for the inmate workers that have been used around the courthouse.  Ms. Siracuse inquired about the proposed Prosecutor’s office building.  Ms. Nelson from the Prosecutor’s office is receiving some money from the State for the necessary improvements.    Ms. Siracuse inquired as to how the current Prosecutors office will be used.  The Department heads suggested that their input be emailed to Ms. Bechtol.  Ms. Siracuse inquired about the upcoming budget process and the Board stated that no decisions have been made.  A suggestion was made to send a memo as a reminder to limit spending. The Board advised the Department Heads of the draft policy and procedures for public records requests and would like the Department Heads to review it this week for possible signatures next week.  

WSU Extension Update:  WSU Extension Agent Dan Fagerlie met with the Board to give an update.  

Co-hosted Tour USFS Region 6 – Washington Cattleman’s Rangeland Tour Mr. Fagerlie reported that 90 people including representatives from state and federal offices attended the tour.
Branch office at Nespelem Mr. Fagerlie advised the Board that the USDA/Tribal Council and a private donor have all renewed funding.  Judy Moses has resigned as the Family Consumer Sciences Educator.

Eastern Ext. Director Retirement Mr. Fagerlie reported that Vickie Parker-Clark has announced her Retirement as of August 1, 2010.

Okanogan Ext. Director Resignation Mr. Fagerlie advised that due to the resignation of the Okanogan Extension Director the Interim Director will be from Douglas County

Copy Machine Mr. Fagerlie advised the Board that the Extension office will be getting a new copy machine through some of their grant accruals.  The one they presently use will be stationed with the Prosecutor’s office as it has networking and color capabilities.  The Prosecutor’s copy machine may be available for transfer to another department. 

International 4-H Chaperone Mr. Fagerlie reported that he has been selected to chaperone the USDA 4-H International Delegation to Norway.  He has delegated signature authority to Emily Burt for the Ferry County office and Linda McLean for the Colville Reservation Branch office during his out of office assignment. A list of neighboring agents have been given that can help answer questions and Mr. Fagerlie will take a laptop with him to be in contact by email when possible.

Integrated Weed Bioagent Project Mr. Fagerlie reported that three past employees have been hired to make the collections and releases in Ferry/Okanogan counties and Colville Reservation areas.  One past employee has been hired to work in Chelan and Kittitas Counties. New insects have been ordered from Montana for goatweed (St. Johnswort). 

Fair equipment Mr. Fagerlie clarified that the Extension equipment stationed at the Fairgrounds is available for both Fair and Fairgrounds events.  The fairgrounds are listed as an alternative office site for Extension.

Consent:

Weed Treatment Estimate for the Airport in the amount of $791.00.  (Exhibit 1)

Quit Claim Deed for EMS Building in consideration of one dollar ($1.00) and other good and valuable consideration, the County conveys and quit claims 0.374 acres of right of way to the EMS.  (Exhibit 2)

Domestic Violence Legal Advocacy Services Contract between Ferry County and Washington State Department of Commerce Community Services and Housing Division to provide funding that supports domestic violence legal advocacy program activities.  (Exhibit 3) 

Budget for the Council for Children & Families for child-parent psychotherapy programs.  (Exhibit 4)

DSHS Workfirst Contract Amendment to change or correct contract terms.  (Exhibit 5)

CE Transfer to Law Library in the amount of $1350.00 for 2010 CE Contribution.  (Exhibit 6)

Insurance Fund Transfer to Public Works Insurance Recovery in the amount of $10,000.00 for advance payment for claim #29626 Boyd’s Shop Break in.  (Exhibit 7)

Order of Distribution for the PUD Privelege Tax for the year of 2010 in the amount of $42,964.91.  (Exhibit 8)

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $50,067.80 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #237616-237624 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $27,563.67.

Solid Waste in the amount of $22,504.13.  (Exhibit 9)
Public Works Update:  Director Troy Reynolds, Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown and Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board to give updates.  Also present were Golden Tiger Committee members Larry Beardslee and Larry Heming and City Councilwoman Linda Hall.

Contract Award Recommendation Mr. Reynolds provided the Board with the bid tabulations for the Ferry County Low Cost Run Off Road Safety Improvement bids. (Exhibit 10) Mr. Reynolds advised the Board that the recommendation is to award the contract to Frank Gurney Inc.  After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to award the Ferry County Low Cost Run Off Road Safety Improvement project to Frank Gurney Inc..  Commissioner Miller seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.

Golden Tiger Pathway  Mr. Reynolds advised the Board that the recent paving on the Golden Tiger Pathway is too low and crumbling.  Mr. Reynolds wanted the Golden Tiger Pathway Committee members involved for their input.  Mr. Heming reported that the parking lot has been changed and that the bollard for emergency vehicles was moved.  Ms. Hall advised the Board that the City has a construction meeting on Thursday and that Mr. Reynolds is welcome to attend and express these concerns.

DOT Bridge Inspections Mr. Reynolds advised the Board that the Curlew Bridge, Toroda Bridge, Lone Ranch Bridge, and the Hodginson Bridge will be inspected this year.  The DOT has always done the inspections and paid for them but due to budget reductions the DOT will now be billing Public Works for the inspections.

Bridge Creek Top East Project Mr. Reynolds reported that the Bridge Creek Top East Project was completed last Thursday.  Mr. Reynolds believes that the FHWA will approve the work completed.

Airport Spraying  The Board inquired about the bid for spraying the airport for weeds.  

Solid Waste Plan Ms. Cromwell advised the Board that the WUTC has reviewed the Solid Waste Plan and has returned it to the Department of Ecology.  Ms. Cromwell is awaiting a reply from the DOE on the next step in the planning process.

Coordination Policy: Resident Sharon Shumate met with the Board to discuss a coordination policy. Ms. Shumate provided the Board with a copy of her comment letter she submitted to the Planning Department.  Ms. Shumate would like the critical areas ordinance language changed incorporating her suggestions.  
Commissioners Working Session: The Board of Ferry County Commissioners held a working session regarding various County issues.
Unfinished Business: The Board of Ferry County Commissioners approved the following:

Support letter to Mr. Micheal Linde, Project Manager National Parks Service for the Rail Corridor Committee requesting assistance in the development of a management plan regarding the rail corridor. 

Letter to Colville National Forest Supervisor Laura Jo West requesting a meeting with the Cattleman’s Association and the Board of County Commissioners.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned until June 29, 2010.
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