Board of Ferry County Commissioners

July 13, 2009
Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8 a.m. with Commissioners Heath and Bond present. Commissioner Miller was in attendants at a meeting in Ephrata. 

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda: 

After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to approve the minutes of July 6, 2009 as corrected. Commissioner Bond seconded the motion. The motion carried with the majority.

After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to approve the minutes of July 8, 2009 as corrected. Commissioner Bond seconded the motion. The motion carried with the majority.
Commissioners Board Reports: Commissioners Bond discussed the meeting with Secretary of State Sam Reed and the Planning Department meeting. 

Connections Update:  Director Kate Rowe-Maloret met with the Board for a monthly update. Ms. Rowe-Maloret informed the Board that the DSHS working capital of $26,000 has been received. Some of the grants have not disclaimed the dollar amount for next year, which makes it hard to plan for next year’s budget. A position might be reduced by eight hour a week if the funding from the Housing Authority is not granted for next year. Connections Advisory Board meeting will be July 29 at noon in the Connections Office. Connections should be receiving the final strategic plan from the consultant. 

Paradise Cove Road: An attendances sheet is on file. Interim Director Larry Beardslee. Mr. Testerman stated that the residents of Paradise Cove are working toward reclassifying the road from a primitive state. Mr. Beardslee explained it is classified as a primitive road, the road must be unpaved and less than 100 units driven over the road daily. Mr. Testerman stated that the residents would like the road swept and the potholes filled. There was discussion about sharing the cost to oil the road, the residents agreed to get quotes from a private company and Mr. Beardslee will get the cost from Public Works. 

Historic Preservation Committee: Lorna Johnson, Carl and Tammy Stevens and Larry Beardslee met with the Board to discuss the committee’s mission. Ms. Johnson stated she would work on pinpointing old homesteads, township sites, cemeteries and mine claims. The Board thanked Ms. Johnson for her devotion to Ferry County

Consent: After review and discussion the Board approved the following.
1. Ferry County Resolution to Transfer Funds: From the Boating Safety fund in the amount of $997.42 to the Sheriff. (Exhibit 1)

2. Ferry County Resolution to Transfer Funds: From the CE Misc. Non-Dept fund in the amount of $5,000 to the Insurance Fund. (Exhibit 2)

3. Ferry County Resolution to Transfer Funds: From the Home Security fund in the amount of $611.61 to Connections. (Exhibit 3)

4. Emergency Shelter and Homelessness Prevention: A contract between CTED and Connections. (Exhibit 4)

5. Public Notice: A public hearing will be held at 1:30 p.m. on the 10th of August regarding the Right to Farm Ordinance No. 2009-07 (Exhibit 5)

6. ARES/RACES Repeater Maintenance: A request letter to the PUD for access to the Ferry County owned repeater. (Exhibit 6)

7. Ferry County Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services Plan: A RACES services plan for Ferry County. (Exhibit 7)

Clerks Office Budget: County Clerk Jean Booher, Deputy Clerk Chris Burnside, Chief Accountant/Controller Joyce Schertenleib, Auditor Dianna Galvan and Correctional Facility Sergeant Judy Gard met with the Board to discuss keeping an 80% position in the Clerk’s Office. Ms. Booher stated this position would not be funded with CE funds for the rest of the year. The Board postponed making a discussion until 11:30 a.m. on the 14th of July when Commissioner Miller is present.   

Public Hearing:  As per duly published notice the public hearing for public comment on the Community Facilities Grant Application was help at 1:15 p.m. The public hearing was recorded. The amount of $20,000 in USDA funds are for a Geothermal Heating System for the Merry Go Round building. With no public present Commissioner Bond closed the hearing at 1:17 p.m. 

WSU Extension Update: WSU Ferry County Director Dan Fagerlie, Coordinator Jim Davidson and Chief Accountant/Controller Joyce Schertenleib meet with the Board for an update. Mr. Fagerlie presented a brake down of the responsibility of the Extension Office and explained how each program worked. Mr. Fagerlie reported that there are four part-time employees gathering and distributing bugs to destroy weeds. The part-time help, most of the office supplies and equipment are paid for with grant funds. And a lot of the equipment is loaned out to various office and originations within the county. Mr. Fagerlie state that without the 178 volunteers most of these projects would not happen and there was $450,000 in projects last year. And without the office staff many of the programs would be difficult to facilitate. Mr Fagerlie informed the Board that he would be receiving the “Excellence in Extension” award from the National Association of Public and Land Grant Universities in November. Mr. Davidson reported on how the summer weed spraying in progressing.

Public Works Update: Interim Director Larry Beardslee, Interim Assistant Engineer Troy Reynolds, Controller/Office Manager Shelene Brown and Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board for the weekly update. Sam Jenkins was also present to discuss the roads within Curlew Kia. Mr. Beardslee informed the Board that road stripping would start at the end of August. Mr. Beardslee requested a clarification on what the Board wanted to do with the Paradise Cove Road. After some discuss the Board agreed to have the county Engineer Robert Breshears evaluate the road and make a recommendation. Mr. Reynolds stated that the work on the Bridge Creek 11 project would state today. Ms. Cromwell reported that the Solid Waste Plan is about 16% done. Mr. Jenkins gave a little history on the maintenance the roads within Curlew Kia. The Curlew Kia Homeowners Associations has about $7000 to spend on some type of road improvement. The Board agreed to have Mr. Breshears evaluate the roads with in Curlew Kia and make a recommendation. 

Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services: Sam Jenkins informed the Board that he is in need of a key to access the Ferry County owned repeater to make repairs. The Board agreed and signed a request letter. (Exhibit 6). Mr. Jenkins presented a RACES services plan for Ferry County. After review and discussion the Board approved the plan. (Exhibit 7)

Correspondence: The Board reviewed and discussed the emails and correspondences that were received. Including these that are listed.

Email: Received numerous emails regarding the Rail Trail.

Email: Received a legislative update from Lobbyist Robert Weidner.

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4 p.m.

The next meeting of the Board of Ferry County Commissioners will be held on the 14th of July 2009 commencing at 9 a.m. 

BOARD OF FERRY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

       _______________________________________

       Randal “Joe” Bond, Vice Chair

_______________________________________

        Robert “Bob” Heath, Vice Chair

ATTEST:

Approved 7-20-09

_______________________________________

Debbie Bechtol, Clerk of the Board
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