Board of Ferry County Commissioners

July 8, 2009
Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. with Commissioners Miller and Bond present. Commissioner Heath joined the meeting at 8:40 a.m. 

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda: Planning Director Irene Whipple and Planning Commission members Gary Howden and Lorna Johnson joined the Board for a conference call with Leonard Bower and Bruce Hunt from CTED to discuss the Ag Land draft Ordinance. No action was taken.

Real Estate Excise Tax Program: Treasurer Kathleen Rupp, Assessor Rachel Siracuse and Chief Accountant/Controller Joyce Schertenleib presented the Board with the Department of Revenue Real Estate Excise Tax Automation Grant Program MOU. The Board approved and signed the MOU. (Exhibit 1) 

After review and discussion Commissioner Bond made a motion to approve Ferry County Resolution No. 2009-37 Real Estate Excise Tax Automation Grant. Commissioner Heath seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor. 

(Exhibit 2) 

Washington State Association of Counties Annual Courthouse Visit:  WSAC President and Mason County Commissioner Lynda Ring-Erickson, WSAC Executive Director Eric Johnson and WSAC Vice President and Stevens County Commissioner Merrill Ott met with the Board for a legislative update and to discuss county issues. Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Assessor Rachel Siracuse, Planning Director Irene Whipple were also present. Mr. Johnson handed out an information packet and explained the services that WSAC provides. Ms. Siracuse discussed property tax issues within the county and the state. Mr. Johnson informed the Board that the National Parks Service might be able to help with a facilitator for the Ferry County Trail Committee. The Board discussed the railroad on the east side of the county. And they also discussed how GMA is a financial burden for the county. The Board stated that WSAC is very valuable as a resource and thanked them for their time.

Court and Trial Issues: Judge Rebecca Baker and County Clerk Jean Booher met with the Board to discuss the trial that is scheduled for October. Correctional Facility Sergeant Judy Gard and Corrections Officer Mae Wheaten, Chief Accountant/Controller Joyce Schertenleib and Judge Lynda Eaton were also present.  Judge Baker explained the cost to the county if this case goes to trial. Ms. Booher stated there is a need for a position to collect legal finance obligations fess owed to victims and the county and she would like to keep Ms. Burnside working part time in collections. The funds that may be collected will offset some of the salary paid out for the job. After a great deal of discussion regarding the budget and layoffs a meeting will be scheduled with the Department Heads and Elected Officials to work on a possible solution other than layoffs to address budget shortfalls. 

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $3,351.98 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #233328-23337 for the following.

Enhanced 911 in the amount of $2251.97

Weed Control in the amount of $76

Connections in the amount of $35.55

Fire District #13 in the amount of $766

EMS District #1 in the amount of $72.99

Mosquito Control District in the amount of $149.47 (Exhibit 3)

State Representatives: State Representatives Shelley Short and Joel Kretz met with the Board to discuss various county issues. Also present were Chief Accountant/Controller Joyce Schertenleib, Assessor Rachel Siracuse and Correctional Facility Sergeant Judy Gard. The Board discussed the financial state of the County. Representative Kretz stated that finances are critical everywhere at the County and State level. The Board discussed the Kettle Falls International Railroad on the Eastside and the impact it would make if it were abandoned. Also discussed was the Cougar Pilot Program and Mr. Kretz stated that we are going to need lots of support on this program it is due to expire next year and asked that the Commissioners’ talk to other Commissioners’ about supporting the program. There was discussion regarding GMA and the problems the County has had. CTED is very involved in GMA and working with the Governor but has done little to help with Ferry County’s issues.   Representative Short and her staff will watch for any changes in the laws regarding GMA and SEPA and keep the Board advised. Representatives Kretz and Short requested that the Board decide on two or three legislative issues to work on for the next session. Representative Kretz stated that it takes at least two years to get a bill passed though Legislature. And on the big issues it would be very beneficial for the Commissioners’ to be at the hearings to support them and testify as needed. The Board thanked Representative Short and Kretz for taking the time to meet with them and discuss these very important issues. 

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

The next meeting of the Board of Ferry County Commissioners will be July 13, 2009 commencing at 8 a.m. 

BOARD OF FERRY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

                                                            _______________________________________

       Ronald “Joe” Bond, Vice Chair

                                                            _______________________________________

       Robert “Bob” Heath, Member

Approved 7-13-09

ATTEST:

_______________________________________

Debbie Bechtol, Clerk of the Board
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