Board of Ferry County Commissioners

December 7, 2009

Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m. with Commissioners Miller, Bond, and Heath present.  

After review and discussion Commissioner Heath made a motion to approve the minutes of November 23, 2009 as corrected. Commissioner Bond seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.

Conference Call: Pete Simmons on speakerphone called to discuss his GMA appeal.  Also present was Planning Director Irene Whipple.  After review and discussion the Board advised Mr. Simmons that they have made the decision to not add a sentence in the Critical Areas ordinance that he has requested.  Mr. Simmons understood the Board’s position and thank the Board for their time.

Safety Committee:  Risk Manager Jill Gates, Ferry County Clerk Jean Booher, Ferry County Deputy Clerk Chris Burnside, Court Bailiff Tom Hern, Sheriff Pete Warner, Legal Assistant/Secretary Bernadette Brandon, Assessor’s Chief Deputy Kathy Lust, Treasurer’s Chief Deputy Brenda Miller, Corrections Sergeant Judy Gard, Weed Coordinator Mary Fee, WSU Administrative Assistant Tonia Jordan, Maintenance Director Erin McBride and Judge Rebecca Baker on speakerphone met with the Board to discuss concerns for the upcoming murder trial in January.  The safety committee would like to see security at the front door of the courthouse, not at the door of courtroom. The Safety Committee suggested locking the back doors of the courthouse or have the back door monitored like the front door.   Sheriff Warner advised the Board that the Border Patrol has offered to help with security.   After discussion the decision was made to put an ad in the local papers advising the public of the added security and requesting their patience during this time. Judge Baker will draft the ad.

Public Hearing Curlew Water & Sewer District:  As per duly published notice, the public hearing regarding Curlew Sewer Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program was held at 9:30 a.m. The hearing was recorded.  Present were Planning Director Irene Whipple, Curlew Water District Commissioner Troy Reynolds, and Curlew Water District Commissioner John Meyer.  There was no public present and no public comment was received.  Ms. Whipple handed out the agenda, pamphlet and forms for review.  After review and discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Bond to adopt Resolution No. 2009-57 Community Development Block Grant General Purpose Program with Certifications of Compliance for the Curlew Water and Sewer District.  Commissioner Heath seconded the motion and the motion carried with all in favor.  (Exhibit 1)

New Alliance: Executive Director David Nielsen, Chief Financial Officer Robert Schwartz met with the Board to give an update.  Mr. Nielsen introduced Chemical Dependent Unit Manager Dan Pitman, Mental Health Clinical Supervisor Lynne Guhlke, and Mental Health Unit Supervisor for Ferry County Hope Edwards.  Mr. Nielsen gave a presentation on how New Alliance plans to handle the budget cuts due to the recession.   

Consent:  The Board approved the following:

County Road Funds Transfer in the amount of $250,776.52 to  ER&R for Rock used on project #503,91096024 and pug mill, and sand sold to County Road in 2009.  (Exhibit 2)

County Road Funds Transfer in the amount of $14,013.95 to ER&R for Rock Loan Principle and Interest for November 2009.  (Exhibit 3)

County Road Funds Transfer in the amount of $2,000.00 to Recreation Fund for 2009 contribution.  (Exhibit 4)

KRAB Tourism Funds Transfer in the amount of $650.00 to Current Expense for Deputy Clerk of the Board 2009 Reimbursement.  (Exhibit 5)

Department of Corrections Contract Amendment to extend the terms and extend the period of performance.  (Exhibit 6)

Notice of Public Hearing advertisement in the matter of consideration of various applications for reclassification of land.  (Exhibit 7)

Final Contract Voucher with Granite Northwest in the amount of $330,394.95 for Bridge Creek 11, Cement Treated Base, Federal Aid Project #STPR-L108(008).  (Exhibit  8)

Department of General Administration Intergovernmental Agreement for State Purchasing Cooperative.  (Exhibit  9)

Ferry County Contract Amendment #1 for Ferry County Fairgrounds Merry-Go-Round Building “Geothermal Heat System” extending the project completion to no later than May of 2010.  (Exhibit 10)

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $444,432.12 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #18238-18323 and Direct Payment Advice #103845-103967 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $199,839.39.

County Road in the amount of $140,836.59.
Audiotr’s O&M in the amount of $2,867.28.
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $33,809.33.
Grant Fund in the amount of $524.96.
Weed in the amount of $4,000.69.
Fairgrounds Management in the amount of $2,274.18.
Connections in the amount of $26,427.57.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $6,494.29.
Fire District #13 in the amount of $349.86.
Fire District #14 in the amount of $1,883.88.
Fire District #3 in the amount of $13,336.58.
Curlew Water in the amount of $118.42.
Inchelium Water District in the amount of $2,066.88.

EMS District #1 in the amount of $9,602.22.
(Exhibit  11)

Vouchers/Warrants: Funding in the amount of $60,564.16 has been approved for transfer to the clearing fund for payment of warrant/voucher #235019-235103 for the following:

Current Expense in the amount of $37,797.46.
Drug Abuse in the amount of $185.83.
County Fair in the amount of $1,473.68.
Treasurer’s O&M in the amount of $762.42.
Auditor’s O&M in the amount of $8.36.
Enhanced 911 in the amount of $1,270.77.
Inmate Welfare in the amount of $1,132.10.
Title III in the amount of $1,894.52.
Crime Victims in the amount of $20.45.
Tourism in the amount of $110.00.
Taxsifter in the amount of $2,356.44.
Connections Transportation in the amount of $726.27.
Fair Grounds Management in the amount of $385.06.
Connections in the amount of $8,366.33.
Management Info Systems in the amount of $625.53.
Medical Trust in the amount of $49.88.
Inchelium Water District in the amount of $1,040.97.
Parks & Recreation District in the amount of $244.63.
EMS District in the amount of $2,113.46.

(Exhibit 12)

Airport Layout:  Public Works Director Troy Reynolds, Public Works Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown, and Airport Manager Justin Smith met with the Board to review and discuss the Airport Layout Plan and Narrative Report.  The Board will review the Layout Plan and Narrative Report and give their recommendations at next Monday’s meeting.

Public Works Update: Engineer Bob Breshears, Director Troy Reynolds, Office Manager/Controller Shelene Brown, Solid Waste Coordinator Kristy Cromwell met with the Board to give updates.  Cliff Couse of Couse’s Sanitation was also present.  Mr. Reynolds has received a request from DNR that says the county needs to pay a lease of $500 for the airport float docks to be in the water at the State Park.  The Board would like clarification from DNR as to why the county needs to pay a lease.   Mr. Reynolds advised the Board that he is working on the 2010 projects.  Ms. Cromwell contacted the Chronicle for closure of the transfer station for the Christmas holiday.  The Chronicle will print it as a press release so there will be no charge.  Ms. Cromwell will also send the press release to the News Miner.  Mr. Breshears reported that the annual compliance checklist for County Road Administration Board (CRAB) has been completed and he is submitting the checklist before the end of year. 2009 is the final year of the CRAB conditional certification of good practice.  Mr. Breshears will request the CRAB to remove the conditional certificate at the April meeting and request that Public Works be put back in good standings with the CRAB.

Tourism Information: Northern Inn owners Andre and Kathy Cias met with the Board to discuss tourism.  The Cias’s presented the Board with data they have collected on the best times of the year for tourists.  Mrs. Cias informed the Board that hunting season, the Fair, the Fly In, and Eagle Track Racing are the most profitable for her hotel. Tourism in general is down from 735 last year to 173 this year.   Mrs. Cias advised the Board that this is just her hotel but believes that the other hotels in the area profit from these as well.  The Board thanked Mr. & Mrs. Cias for their concern over tourism in Ferry County.

Unfinished Business:  Gene and Bobbie Weller met with the Board to inquire if the Board has found any information on the request from the Trail Committee.  The Trail Committee requested clarification on clear title on the 28 miles of the rail corridor including federal trust land.  The Trail Committee also made the recommendation that traditional farm use on the rail trail should be allowed to continue in perpetuity, unfettered to include use of all farm equipment/implements.  

Home Schooled Children Field Trip:  Sign in sheet on file.  Home-schooled children and their advisors met with the Board to learn what the various jobs Ferry County Commissioners are involved in.  The children asked the Board a variety of very good questions and thanked the Board for their time.

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed and discussed the emails and correspondences that were received and placed as part of these minutes.
Letter from the Department of Ecology regarding the study on the use of beavers for water storage in the Columbia River system.

News Release from the Forest Service for changes in Colville National Forest Snow Peak Cabin reservations.

Letter from Robert & Sharon Bakki commenting on the rail-trail issue.

Letter from Stevens County Commissioners regarding comments on shoreline management plan/environmental assessment Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area.

Minutes from the Ferry County Safety/Security meeting December 7, 2009.

Minutes from the NCWRSN Governing Board meeting November 13, 2009.

Minutes from the regular meeting of the Board of Directors Ferry County EMS District #1 Republic dated October 20, 2009.

Newsletter from Republic School District December 2009.

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. The next meeting of the Board of Ferry County Commissioners will be held on the 24th of November 2009 commencing at 9:00 a.m.
BOARD OF FERRY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

       _____________________________________  




BRAD L. MILLER, Chairman


Approved 12/14/09
ATTEST:
______________________________

Debbie Bechtol, Clerk of the Board 
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